
 

1984 is a famous novel written by George Orwell and published in 1949. It is one of the 
most influential works of modern literature because it warns about the dangers of 
totalitarian governments—governments that want complete control over every part of 
people’s lives. The book is set in a dark future where freedom, truth, and individuality are 
nearly destroyed. 

The story takes place in Oceania, a fictional superstate always at war with other 
superstates. Oceania is ruled by a political party simply called The Party, led by a 
mysterious figure known as Big Brother. Whether Big Brother is a real person or just a 
symbol of power is never made clear, but his image is everywhere with the slogan: “Big 
Brother is watching you.” 

The main character is Winston Smith, a middle-aged man who works for the Party in the 
Ministry of Truth. His job is to rewrite old newspapers and records so that history always 
matches what the Party currently says. This shows how the Party controls not just the 
present but also the past, shaping what people believe is true. 

One of the most frightening parts of Orwell’s world is the system of constant 
surveillance. Citizens are watched by telescreens, secret microphones, and spies, 
making it almost impossible to have private thoughts. The Thought Policepunish anyone 
who even thinks of rebelling. This control of thoughts is called thoughtcrime. 

Language also becomes a weapon in the novel. The Party invents a new language called 
Newspeak, which reduces the number of words people can use. The idea is that if people 
don’t have words for rebellion or freedom, they will not be able to think those ideas. This 
shows how language shapes thought. 

Despite the risks, Winston begins to rebel in small ways. He secretly writes in a diary and 
starts a forbidden love relationship with a woman named Julia. For them, love and 
intimacy are acts of resistance, because the Party wants to control even personal 
relationships and emotions. 

The novel also explores the theme of control through fear. The Party uses propaganda, 
war, and shortages to keep people obedient. Citizens are forced to take part in daily hate 
sessions against the Party’s enemies, fueling anger and unity against outsiders instead 
of questioning their rulers. 

Eventually, Winston and Julia are betrayed and arrested. They are taken to the Ministry of 
Love, a prison where political prisoners are tortured until they give up their beliefs. 
Winston faces his greatest fear in Room 101, where he is broken psychologically. In the 
end, he betrays Julia and accepts the Party’s version of reality. 



The climax of the novel shows the Party’s ultimate power: they can force people to 
believe things that are clearly false, such as “2 + 2 = 5.” By destroying independent 
thought, the Party ensures absolute control. Winston, once rebellious, is left loving Big 
Brother in total submission. 

Orwell wrote 1984 as a warning, not just a story. He had witnessed fascism and 
communism in the 20th century and worried about governments that used propaganda, 
censorship, and surveillance to crush freedom. The novel reminds readers of the 
dangers of losing privacy, truth, and individuality. 

Today, 1984 remains very relevant. Terms from the book, like Big Brother, doublethink, 
thoughtcrime, and Newspeak, are used to describe real-world situations where 
governments or organizations manipulate truth, spy on people, or limit free speech. It 
continues to influence discussions about freedom and democracy. 

1984 is a novel about a dystopian world where a powerful government controls truth, 
history, and even thoughts. Through the story of Winston Smith, it warns readers about 
the dangers of unchecked political power. It is not just a story but also a timeless lesson 
about the importance of freedom and critical thinking. 

 


	 

