
The male reproductive system exists for three main biological purposes: to produce 
sperm, to produce male sex hormones, and to deliver sperm to the female reproductive 
system for fertilization. That is its core function. 

Start with sperm. Sperm are the male reproductive cells. A reproductive cell is a 
specialized cell that carries genetic information. Each sperm contains half of the DNA 
needed to create a new human. DNA is the genetic blueprint that determines traits and 
directs development. 

The main organs of the male reproductive system are the testes, epididymis, vas 
deferens, seminal vesicles, prostate gland, urethra, penis, and supporting structures like 
the scrotum. 

The testes are two oval-shaped organs located outside the body in a pouch of skin called 
the scrotum. The testes have two primary jobs: produce sperm and produce 
testosterone. Testosterone is the main male sex hormone. A hormone is a chemical 
messenger that travels through the bloodstream to regulate body functions. 

Testosterone is responsible for male characteristics such as deeper voice, facial hair, 
increased muscle mass, and sperm production. It also influences mood, energy levels, 
and bone strength. 

The testes are located outside the body because sperm production requires a 
temperature slightly lower than normal body temperature. The scrotum helps regulate 
temperature by tightening or loosening to move the testes closer to or farther from the 
body. 

Inside the testes are tightly coiled structures called seminiferous tubules. This is where 
sperm are produced. Sperm production is called spermatogenesis. This process begins 
at puberty and continues throughout life, though it may slow with age. 

Spermatogenesis takes about 64 to 72 days for one sperm cell to fully develop. Millions 
of sperm are produced daily. 

Once sperm are formed in the testes, they move to the epididymis. The epididymis is a 
long, coiled tube attached to the back of each testicle. It acts as a storage and maturation 
site. Maturation means the sperm gain the ability to swim and fertilize an egg. 

After maturation, sperm travel through a tube called the vas deferens. The vas deferens 
is a muscular tube that transports sperm from the epididymis toward the urethra. 

During sexual arousal, sperm move from the vas deferens and mix with fluids from 
several glands to form semen. Semen is the fluid that contains sperm and nourishing 
substances. 



The seminal vesicles are glands that produce a fluid rich in fructose. Fructose is a type of 
sugar that provides energy for sperm movement. 

The prostate gland adds another fluid that helps protect and activate sperm. This fluid is 
slightly alkaline, meaning it helps neutralize acidic environments that could damage 
sperm. 

The bulbourethral glands, also called Cowper’s glands, release a lubricating fluid before 
ejaculation. This fluid helps neutralize acidity in the urethra and provides lubrication. 

All these fluids combine with sperm to form semen. 

Semen travels through the urethra. The urethra is a tube that runs through the penis. It 
serves two functions in males: it carries urine from the bladder and semen during 
ejaculation. However, urine and semen do not pass at the same time. Muscles at the base 
of the bladder prevent mixing. 

The penis is the external organ that delivers semen during intercourse. It contains 
erectile tissue. Erectile tissue is spongy tissue that fills with blood during sexual arousal. 

An erection occurs when increased blood flow fills the erectile tissue, causing the penis 
to become firm and enlarged. This allows for penetration during sexual intercourse. 

Ejaculation is the release of semen from the body. It occurs through coordinated 
muscular contractions that propel semen through the urethra. 

Now let’s zoom out and connect the system. 

The brain plays a central role. The hypothalamus and pituitary gland in the brain release 
hormones that signal the testes to produce testosterone and sperm. This hormonal 
signaling system is called the hypothalamic-pituitary-gonadal axis. 

The hypothalamus releases GnRH (gonadotropin-releasing hormone). This signals the 
pituitary gland to release LH (luteinizing hormone) and FSH (follicle-stimulating 
hormone). 

LH stimulates the testes to produce testosterone. FSH works with testosterone to 
stimulate sperm production. 

This hormonal balance is carefully regulated. If testosterone levels rise too high, the 
brain reduces stimulation. If levels drop too low, the brain increases stimulation. 

Now let’s talk about fertility. 

For fertilization to occur, sperm must travel through the female reproductive tract and 
reach the egg. Only one sperm can fertilize one egg. Though millions are released during 
ejaculation, only a small number survive the journey. 



Sperm are structured for movement. They have a head, which contains DNA; a midpiece, 
which contains energy-producing mitochondria; and a tail, called a flagellum, which 
propels them forward. 

Health factors can influence sperm production and quality. Temperature, hormones, 
nutrition, illness, and environmental exposures can affect fertility. 

Common conditions affecting the male reproductive system include varicocele (enlarged 
veins in the scrotum), prostatitis (inflammation of the prostate), erectile dysfunction, and 
testicular cancer. 

Testicular cancer is one of the more common cancers in young men but is highly 
treatable when detected early. 

The male reproductive system is continuous in function. Unlike females, who are born 
with a fixed number of eggs, males continuously produce sperm after puberty. 

At its core, the male reproductive system is designed to produce sperm, produce 
testosterone, and deliver sperm for fertilization. 

If you walk away understanding this structure—testes produce, epididymis stores and 
matures, vas deferens transports, glands add fluid, penis delivers—you understand the 
framework of the system. 

 


